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William Cotesworth Pinckney (1768-1833) Purchased Dawn of Hope in 1791. The 
property had been part of the 48,000 acre Bellinger Barony granted to the first 

Landgrave Edmund Bellinger in 1702, and which remained in the Bellinger family 
for some time. The Pickney and Bellinger families had many close ties, and William 

Cotesworth Pinckney lived at the Bellinger’s nearby White House Plantation 
until moving to Dawn of Hope. Mr. Pinckney served in the South Carolina 

Legislature and as Lieutenant Governor. In 1815, he was appointed to a Board of 
Commissioners and authorized by the General Assembly to oversee the “building of 

a new courthouse at Walterborough in Colleton District.”

The original house erected at Dawn by the Bellinger family was destroyed by 
fire between 1863 and 1864, and the estate was sold out of the family holdings 

following the Civil War. Historic remnants at Dawn of Hope include an ancient 
cemetery containing graves of the Bellinger, Pinckney, Godfrey and Webb families. 

The earliest tombstone dates to 1816. There is an original slave cabin on the 
grounds standing as a reminder of times past.
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