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Modoc County, CA

Code of Ordinances

THE MODOC COUNTY CODE - 1984

 Title 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

 Title 2 - ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL

 Title 3 - REVENUE AND FINANCE

 Title 4 - ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

 Title 5 - BUSINESS LICENSES AND REGULATIONS

 Title 6 - ANIMALS

 Title 8 - HEALTH AND SAFETY

 Title 9 - PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS AND WELFARE

 Title 10 - VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

 Title 12 - STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES

 Title 13 - PUBLIC SERVICES

 Title 15 - BUILDING REGULATIONS

 Title 16 - AIRPORTS

 Title 17 - SUBDIVISIONS

 Title 18 - ZONING

 Chapter 18.02 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

 Chapter 18.06 - DEFINITIONS

 Chapter 18.10 - TIMBERLAND PRODUCTION (TP) ZONE

 Chapter 18.14 - OPEN SPACE FORESTRY AND GRAZING (OFG) ZONE
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 Chapter 18.16 - RESOURCE CONSERVATION (RC) ZONE

 Chapter 18.18 - AGRICULTURAL EXCLUSIVE (AE) ZONE

 Chapter 18.20 - LOW INTENSITY CONSERVATION (LIC) ZONE

 Chapter 18.24 - AGRICULTURAL GENERAL (AG) ZONE

 Chapter 18.28 - LOW INTENSITY (LI) ZONE

 Chapter 18.30 - RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RR) ZONE

 Chapter 18.32 - RESIDENTIAL-LOW DENSITY (RL) ZONE

 Chapter 18.36 - RESIDENTIAL-HIGH DENSITY (RH) ZONE

18.36.010 - Purpose.

18.36.020 - Regulations applicable.

18.36.030 - Uses permitted.

18.36.040 - Uses permitted with an administrative permit.

18.36.050 - Uses permitted with a use permit.

18.36.060 - Development standards.

18.36.070 - Animal restrictions.

18.36.080 - Conservation of values.

 Chapter 18.40 - RURAL TOWN (RT) ZONE

 Chapter 18.44 - COMMERCIAL (C) ZONE

 Chapter 18.50 - INDUSTRIAL-LIGHT (IL) ZONE

 Chapter 18.54 - INDUSTRIAL (I) ZONE

 Chapter 18.60 - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD) ZONE

 Chapter 18.62 - PUBLIC FACILITIES (PF) ZONE

 Chapter 18.66 - UNCLASSIFIED (U) ZONE

 Chapter 18.70 - FLOOD HAZARD (FH) ZONE

 Chapter 18.71 - FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT
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 Chapter 18.74 - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (EP) ZONE

 Chapter 18.78 - MIGRATION PROTECTION (MP) ZONE

 Chapter 18.82 - MINIMUM LOT SIZE (M) ZONE

 Chapter 18.86 - ANIMAL RESTRICTIONS (AR) ZONE

 Chapter 18.90 - AIRPORT HAZARD (AH) ZONE

 Chapter 18.94 - SPECIFIC PLAN (SP) ZONE

 Chapter 18.100 - SPECIAL USES

 Chapter 18.110 - GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

 Chapter 18.120 - SITE PLAN REVIEW

 Chapter 18.124 - ADMINISTRATIVE PERMITS

 Chapter 18.126 - PLANNED DEVELOPMENT PERMITS

 Chapter 18.128 - USE PERMITS

 Chapter 18.132 - VARIANCES

 Chapter 18.136 - AMENDMENTS

 Chapter 18.138 - DENSITY BONUS

 Chapter 18.139 - REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION

 Chapter 18.140 - HEARINGS

 Chapter 18.144 - APPEALS

 Chapter 18.150 - INTERPRETIVE ACTIONS

 Chapter 18.154 - NONCONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES*

18.154.020 - General provisions.

18.154.030 - Continuation and maintenance.

18.154.040 - Expansion and alterations of nonconforming uses and structures.

18.154.050 - Lot line adjustments for nonconforming parcels.

18.154.060 - Replacement of structures.
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18.154.070 - Abandonment.

18.154.080 - Nuisances.

 Chapter 18.158 - ENFORCEMENT

 Chapter 18.162 - FEES

 Chapter 18.166 - WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES

 Chapter 18.170 - MEDICAL MARIJUANA COLLECTIVE USES

 Chapter 18.175 - MARIJUANA CULTIVATION

 Chapter 18.180 - COMMERCIAL MARIJUANA USES

 Title 19 - COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN

 Title 20 - GROUNDWATER

STATUTORY REFERENCES FOR CALIFORNIA COUNTIES

ORDINANCE LIST AND DISPOSITION TABLE

CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE AND DISPOSITION LIST

  18.32.070 - Conservation of values. Chapter 18.40 - RURAL TOWN (RT) ZONE 

Chapter 18.36 - RESIDENTIAL-HIGH DENSITY (RH) ZONE

Sections:

18.36.010 - Purpose.

The purpose of an RH zone is to promote the health, safety and general welfare by providing

sufficient space in appropriate locations for residential development of all densities to meet the varying

housing needs of the existing and expected future population, and to provide appropriate space for

public and quasi-public uses and other private uses necessary to serve the needs of the nearby

residents, when such uses are compatible with residential uses. The regulations applicable to the RH

zone are necessary to protect residential areas against fire, explosion, toxic and noxious substances,

radiation, and other hazards, and against offensive noise, odors, vibrations, smoke, electronic

interference and other objectionable influences.
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A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

A.

(Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)

18.36.020 - Regulations applicable.

The regulations set out in this chapter shall apply in all RH zones, and shall be subject to the

provisions and limitations set out in Chapters 18.100 through 18.110 of this title. The regulations in the

AR zone shall combine with the RH zone in every location in which the RH zone is applied.

(Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)

18.36.030 - Uses permitted.

One single-family dwelling and accessory uses, or one two-family dwelling when the minimum

lot size is met;

Recreational facilities incidental to a planned development, such as a swimming pool, tennis

courts, or clubhouse;

Public utilities necessary in the locations proposed to support residential uses, when

compatible in a residential setting. Such uses are generally located and conducted within a

building or completely screened from view, do not emit noise, electronic interference, or

other influences detectable at the property boundary, and do not occupy more than 0.5 acres;

Public uses and quasi-public uses which are conducted within a building, primarily serve the

immediate area, and are compatible in the residential setting in which they are located;

neighborhood park;

Day care center for adults and children (small);

Multiple-family housing with a maximum density of 13 units per acre when both public water

and sewer service is provided in accordance with the general plan (Section 18.110.090) and

which may include housing and affordable housing developments (Section 18.110.080);

Similar uses (Section 18.100.010); and

Other uses as referenced in Section 18.100.010, Uses Permitted in Certain Zones.

(Ord. No. 236-149, § 10, 7-28-2021; Ord. No. 236-146, 12-12-2017; Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)

18.36.040 - Uses permitted with an administrative permit.

Guest house.

(Ord. No. 236-149, § 10, 7-28-2021; Ord. No. 236-146, 12-12-2017; Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 236-146, adopted Dec. 12, 2017, changed the title of § 18.36.040 from "Uses

permitted with an administrative permit" to read as herein set out.

18.36.050 - Uses permitted with a use permit.
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A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

A.

1.

2.

3.

B.

1.

2.

C.

D.

E.

Guest house, temporary family care dwelling, home occupation (Section 18.100.030);

Two-family dwellings, multiple-family dwellings, bed-and-breakfast guest facility, apartments,

boarding or rooming house, mobile home park, any other residential use;

Recreational vehicle park, motel, hotel;

Health care and large day care facilities;

Professional offices, personal services;

Other public uses, quasi-public uses and public utilities necessary to support residential uses

and which are compatible in a residential setting;

Similar uses (Section 18.100.030); and

Other uses as referenced in Section 18.100.010, Uses Permitted in Certain Zones.

(Ord. No. 236-149, § 10, 7-28-2021; Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)

18.36.060 - Development standards.

Except as provided in Chapter 18.110.

Minimum lot size and width:

Six thousand square feet, with a minimum width of fifty feet, when public water and

sewer, or only public sewer, are available and utilized,

Fifteen thousand square feet, with a minimum width of one hundred feet, when only

public water is available and utilized,

Three acres, with a minimum width of one hundred fifty feet, when neither public

water or public sewer are available or utilized. Lots created by division may be granted

an exception by the planning commission, acting on a finding by the county health

officer that a lesser size is adequate to accommodate the proposed water system and

sewage disposal system without endangering any person. If granted, the minimum lot

size and width shall not be less than fifteen thousand square feet with a minimum lot

width of one hundred feet;

Minimum yards:

Front, side street: dwellings and nonfarm buildings: twenty feet; farm buildings: ten

feet,

Rear, side: five feet;

Maximum height: buildings: two stories, not to exceed fifty feet; other structures: fifty feet;

Maximum lot coverage: sixty percent;

Access, parking, signs, other: as provided in Chapter 18.110.

(Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)
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A.

1.

2.

B.

  18.32.070 - Conservation of values. Chapter 18.40 - RURAL TOWN (RT) ZONE 

18.36.070 - Animal restrictions.

The AR zone shall by this reference overlay and combine with the RH zone in every area in which the

RH zone is applied, and the provisions of the AR zone shall apply to the keeping of animals in the RH

zone.

(Ord. 236-73 Exh. A(part), 1991)

18.36.080 - Conservation of values.

Any lot in any zone shall be improved and maintained as follows:

No trash or rubbish shall be allowed to accumulate on any lot or parcel.

It is unlawful to park, store, leave or to permit the parking, storing or leaving of any

licensed or unlicensed motor vehicle of any kind or part thereof, which is in a wrecked,

junked, partially dismantled, inoperative or abandoned condition, whether attended or

not, upon any private property within the county for a period of time in excess of seventy-

two hours, except that two or less such vehicles or parts thereof may be stored if within a

building, or placed behind an opaque screening fence; and except that such vehicles and

parts may be stored in a junk yard or automobile wrecking yard lawfully established

pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

The storage of merchandise, materials, partially or completely dismantled automobiles or

salvage materials in any zone shall be enclosed in a sight-obscuring fence of not less than six

feet in height, and such storage shall not be placed in a greater height than the enclosing wall

or fence. Where such storage qualified as a legal nonconforming use, the property owner

and/or proprietor shall have a period of six months from the date of notification of violation

of this provision by the planning director to amortize such storage and bring it into

conformance with this section.

(Ord. 236-75 (part), 1998)
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